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Outline of this presentation 

Some outputs from the Projects 

Introduction 
• Education and Training (ET) in Bioeconomy 

Introducing two Projects ongoing at DISTAL 
• FOEBE  

• BioGov.net 
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Main take-aways and the way forward 



The bioeconomy is expected to be a lever for sustainability and a solution to several 

ecological and social challenges (e.g. climate change mitigation, cleaner production 

processes, economic vitality, new employment opportunities). 

Despite all efforts, transition towards a sustainable bioeconomy is progressing slowly. 

In order to achieve the level of preparation and resilience to realise the transition 

towards a more sustainable bioeconomy (at a global level),  

(among other things) the stakeholders of the bioeconomy – need to have access to 

innovative education and training systems. 

Education in fact is is one of the most powerful and proven vehicles towards sustainable 
development. 

Towards this direction, the two projects we will discuss about, aim to to suggest 

innovative approaches to education and training in bioeconomy – for the sustainable 
uptake of the bioeconomy sectors. 

Setting the scene 
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The BioGov.net Project 

(Mobilizing European Communities of Practice (CoPs) in 

biobased systems for better governance and skills 

development networks in bioeconomy) 

The Project’s main focus areas are: 

- Adult Learning and Lifelong Learning – rather than 

formal education 

- Merging bioeconomy education with creative 

industries (e.g. arts, eco-design, culture) 

- Draw policy attention to inclusion of marginalized 

groups (e.g. NEETs, primary producers, stakeholders 

in remote areas) in decision/curriculum-making 

processes 

The two Projects at a first glance 
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The FOEBE Project 

Fostering entrepreneurship for the Bioeconomy 

 

The Project’s main focus areas are: 

- Creating innovative modules in formal 
education 

- Fostering entrepreneurship in bioeconomy 
through education 

 

Both projects aim to tackle the Skill Gaps and Mismatches and contribute to the transition to  

an inovative Bioeconomy.  



3-year Horizon Europe Project (Recently completed its 1st year) 

The Project’s Consortium consists of a University (UNIBO) and a diverse range of 

research and consulting organizations from 8 different countries: Estonia, Slovakia, Italy, 
Czech Republic, Greece, Germany, Netherlands and Portugal). 

 

The BioGov.net Project 
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The Project’s Beneficiaries are: 

- Research and higher education organisations 

- Vocational education organisations 

- The bio-based industry 

- Policy makers 

- Art and Creative Industries 

Main Project activities: 

- Indentifying good practice and case studies in bioeconomy ET 

- Mobilise European CoPs to collaborate, communicate and 

share knowledge and awareness about their regions’ 

governance models 

- Promote new ways to strengthen the role of arts and culture in 

bioeconomy ET 

- and delivering Training and Mentoring guidelines tailored to 

each region’s needs. 

The the focus is on Adult Learning and 

Lifelong Learning (rather than formal 

education). 



Some outputs of the Project so far: 

 

 

 

The BioGov.net Project 

GUIDELINES ON GOVERNANCE OF EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING (ET) IN BIOECONOMY 

- A framework on Governance of 

ET in designed 

- A Questionnaire on 

Governance of ET in bioeconomy 

is executed in 8 European 

countries. 

- The data collected is being 

analysed in order to prepare 

Guidelines for a wide range of 

stakeholders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW JOB PROFILES FOR THE BIOECONOMY 

A total of 30 new job profiles compiled 

by the Consortium partners 
 

IDENTIFICATION OF GOOD PRACTICES AND 
CASE STUDIES 

Collection and assessment of good practices 

and case studies related to EU and regional 

training initiatives in bioeconomy ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL COMMUNITIES OF 
PRACTICE 
CoPs established in 8 countries 

Events being organized (eg. Focus groups, workshops) 



Erasmus+ Strategic Partnership 

The Project’s Consortium consists seven Higher Education Institutions that are also part of 

the European Bioeconomy University Alliance, from the countries of France, Italy, Finland, 
Germany, Austria, Netherlands and Poland). 

The FOEBE Project 
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The Project is designed for: 

- Master and PhD Students 

Main Project activities: 

- Creating skills portfolios and curricula for 

enterpreneruship in bioeconomy 

- Designing courses and training materials based upon 

joint EBU experience 

- Guidelines on innovative teaching formats to foster 

enterpreneurship through training 

- Good practices to enhance the impact of augmented 

curricula 

The focus is to create innovative 

curricula and modules for 

entrepreneurship 



The FOEBE Project 
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Some outputs of the Project so far: Modules created by each partner organization 

 

 

 



The FOEBE Project 
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Bologna Week organized, and participants are awarded with a certificate. 



Collaboration and multi-stakeholder approaches are necessary to realise the Transition 

to a Sustainable Bioeconomy 

Education and Training in bioeconomy need to be: 

- designed with the use of New Learning Approaches (e.g. Student-centered learning, tailor-

made to meet diverse needs, focusing on soft skills like systems thinking, critical thinking, and 

through fostering entrepreneurship and innovation 

- Inclusive (i.e. including a wide range of stakeholders in decision and curriculum-making 

processes 

- based on Innovative and Participatory Governance Models (in order to flourish).  

There is still some way to go in terms of: 

- raising knowledge and awareness about bioeconomy,  

- motivate students to be interested or engaged in bioeconomy, 

- and integrate topics such as Sustainability and Circular economy in curricula starting 

with early ages to build familiarity about these topics. 

Main take-aways and the way forward 
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Thank you for your attention 
 rino.ghelfi@unibo.it 


